Who are the key
chairs?

The Chairs of the House of Commons Select Committees were elected on Wednesday night and these MPs will now guide their respective
Committees over the coming parliament. But what do Select Committees do, and why are they important?

Purpose

First and foremost, select committees scrutinise the work of the Government. They focus on three main aspects in this respect: finance, policy
and administration. Departmental committees will have at least 11 members who will choose subjects for inquiries, whose evidence will form a
report to be presented to the House of Commons and made public.

Composition

The balance of Committee chairs reflects the split of seats in the House of Commons, and which committee is chaired by who can be negotiated
by party whips, depending on which policy area the party is most interested in. When Committee chairs are elected the alternative vote system
is used, with every MP given a vote on every chair. In the event only one MP is nominated, they will be elected unopposed. For the remaining
members of the select committee, the number of seats allocated to each party is also arranged to reflect the split of seats in the House of
Commons.

We’'ve selected our top picks of the newly elected chairs - read on for background information and key points.
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Defence Committee
Julian Lewis

* Has had two separate spells as a Shadow Defence Minister (July 2002-
July 2004 and May 2005-May 2010).

* Does not use email.
* Has a DPhil in Strategic Studies from the University of Oxford.

» Has been Chair of the committee since June 2015.

Education Committee
Robert Halfon

« Halfon is the new Chair of this committee replacing Neil Carmichael who
lost his seat in the 2017 General Election

» The Harlow MP was sacked from his role as Minister for Apprenticeships
and Skills by Theresa May just one month ago.

+ Halfon, a moderate Tory MP and former Remainer, has heavily criticised
his party’s general election campaign.

* He has suggested that the Tory tree logo should be replaced by a ladder,
evoking self-improvement.

Transport Committee
Lilian Greenwood

LIBERAL
DEMOCRAY,

* Greenwood is the new Chair of this committee replacing Louise Ellman

» Lilian Greenwood resigned from her position as Shadow Secretary for
Transport last June after having held the position for five years.

* She resigned from the front bench in response to Jeremy Corbyn’s
leadership.

* Greenwood worked for public sector trade union UNISON for 17 years.
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